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Encounter - Lesson Plan    
 
Diaspora week invites students to engage with the topic of world Jewry from different angles.
The basic principle of the week is creating a platform of personal encounters with different people who join in the Israeli classrooms for an hour and tell their own personal story that relates to the topic of Jewish Peoplehood.
As a Gap Year participant, who already lives, studies and volunteers within Israeli society, you have the opportunity to bring your own culture and represent world Jewry within a school community!

The meeting will create an initial connection between the students and the Jewish people in the Diaspora. Through authentic stories that come from a personal point of view, the connection between the students and world Jewry will be strengthened.
Therefore, the course of the lesson is based on your personal story. Please note that this session is accompanied by a PP presentation that you can edit, insert photos, videos, songs and anything that will help you tell your story. You are also welcomed to bring an object or additional visual aids.
Throughout the activity, try to create a conversation with the students, ask them questions, and involve them in the story (there are suggestions for questions throughout the session itself).

Overall instructions:
· The group will be divided into groups of 3-4 participants – a Chevruta.
· Each Chevruta will lead a session within an Israeli classroom together!
· The session will be held in English, and if you feel comfortable, try practicing your Hebrew! 
· The teacher will be there, and will be able to assist, if needs be. Remember that there are many forms to communicate other than language – we encourage you to use your skills and find your own comfortable form of communication within the classroom! 





Opening Icebreaker: (10 min)
Option 1: The ball game 
The group will play catch – each person will through the ball to someone else. Once someone gets the ball they say their name and another thing according to instructions. 
Suggestions: favorite color, animal noise, favorite ice cream, super power etc.
Option 2: Oh what a Flash with facts from the kehila
One participant will start introducing themselves. Once someone from the group will recognizes something of the story as their own, they'll say "oh what a flash!", and jumps in to introduce themselves – and so go on... 
Example: my name is Mimi and I'm from Chile – another participant from Chile jumps in and says "Oh what a flash - my name is Pepita and I have 3 dogs" – someone from the group jumps in and says " Oh what a flash - my name is … and I have …." and so on.


Phase I – introduce yourself (10 min) 
Share some personal information (Name, age, where are you from, about your family and friends)
We recommend using the attached PP and share some photos of yourself back home!
Game – Who Does What? 
Each participant will be "marked" as a number (1, 2, 3) and will hold a sign with the number. Each time we will read one phrase, and the students will need to vote individually (signaling with their fingers/using numbers signs) who do they think the phrase applies to. At the end of each vote the Chevruta will share the truth and will share a bit about the how the phrase applies to them. 










Example for phrases:
· I like falafel more than shawarma
· I usually celebrate Shabbat at home with my family
· I do Passover Seder and know the songs
· I was a part of a jewish youth group (Tnuat Noar) back home
· I am a part of the ***** Jewish stream
· this year is my first visit to Israel
·  If you can think of more phrases, don't hesitate to add them!

Phase II – introduce your community back home! (10 min)
Share information about your Jewish community back home (size, about the people, what events are you celebrating, how do you celebrate your Jewish heritage etc. – try telling at least one significant event Jewish connection you have in your life).
We recommend using the attached PP and share some photos of your community – the city, an event, a community celebration etc!
Game – True/False – 
Divide the classroom into three smaller groups. Each Chevruta participant will read a fact about their community and each group will need to vote whether they thing this fact is true or false. At the end of each vote the Chevruta will share the correct answer and will share a fun story that relates to the fact.
Example for facts:
· We have 3 Jewish day schools
· We don't have any Jewish youth movements in my community
· We have a huge Yom Ha'atzmaut party every year
· If you can think of more phrases, don't hesitate to add them!









Phase III – Why are you here, in Israel? (7 min)
Share with the classroom why did you choose to spend this entire year in Israel! And how is your experience so far!
Share at least one story that impacted your experience so far
Share a funny story about cultural gaps / language gaps that you experienced, and how do you overcome it
As always we recommend using the attached PP and share some photos of your experience

Phase IV – Q&A (8 min)
Before our time together will come to an end, we will open the conversation and will give some time for the students questions.
Play this video (short video in which a comedian is asking random Israelis questions about diaspora Jews). The video will help start the 'question asking' mode.
If the students don't have any questions, here are some suggestions for questions you can ask them-
- Is there anyone in the classroom that made Aliya / their parents did / the speak a different language at home?
- What Jewish food we prepare at home
- Which Jewish holiday do you like the most and how we celebrate it
- If you could take a gap year and spend a year in a different Jewish community around the world – where would you go and why?
- Why is it important that there are Jews in the world?

Sikkum: (5 min)
Share why the connection between Jews around the world and Israel is so important in your opinion.

Thank the classroom and invite them to engage more and learn about the topic!
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